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RACHELLE DEKKER  
is the daughter of New York 

Times bestselling author Ted 
Dekker and is establishing 
herself as a rising star in  

Christian fiction.

“A stunning debut, masterfully written.”  
TOSCA LEE, New York Times bestselling author

“The Choosing will leave readers eager for the next 
books of this new series.” 
USA TODAY HAPPILY EVER AFTER BLOG

PRAISE FOR THE CHOOSING

Twenty years have passed since Carrington and Remko’s baby, Elise, was kidnapped and they were forced to leave her captive 
in the Authority City.  Now seven chosen warriors are sent to rescue Elise and bring restoration to the Authority City, and the 
lines are drawn for a final battle between light and darkness. The key to ultimate victory may rest within Elise, a young girl who 
has felt forgotten but was never abandoned—a truth she’ll need in order to wage war against the powerful forces of evil.

TYNDALE and Tyndale’s quill logo are registered trademarks of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.

DON’T MISS THE EXCITING CONCLUSION TO THE SEER SERIES!

“Faith’s purpose is 
not to release you 
from life’s trials. 
Faith gives you 
the strength to 
see the trial fully 
and know that this 
too shall pass. To 
hold nothing 
against the world 
or the trial before 
you. To practice 
true forgiveness.”  

Remko Brant 

READ THE SEER SERIES FROM THE BEGINNING

ALL THREE NOVELS IN THE SEER SERIES ARE AVAILABLE AT YOUR FAVORITE 
RETAILER OR AT RACHELLEDEKKER.COM.

“This novel will touch the core of 
your being if you let it.”
BOOK CLUB NETWORK

“Dekker’s debut is worth choosing.”  
PUBLISHER’S WEEKLY

SHE WILL RISK EVERYTHING TO  
LEAD THEM OUT OF DARKNESS

VIS IT  CRAZY4FICT ION.COM  FOR  NEWS  ABOUT C H R I ST I AN 
F ICT ION RELEASES  FROM  TYNDALE  H OUS E  P UBL I S H ER S .

http://rachelledekker.com/books
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WHO WE ARE

DEIDRA ROMERO 

Deidra Romero is a blogger 
and bookworm. She loves 
good company, good 
coffee and a good story. 
www.parentingupstream.com

REL MOLLET 

Rel Mollet resides in 
Melbourne, Australia, with 
her movie-loving husband 
and three book-loving 
daughters.
www.RelzReviewz.com

C.J. DARLINGTON

C.J.,the author of Bound by 
Guilt, is the cofounder of 
TitleTrakk.com. 
www.cjdarlington.com

BROCK EASTMAN

Brock Eastman is the author 
of The Quest for Truth series 
by P&R Publishing and Focus 
on the Family. He’s a husband 
and a daddy and loves to 
spend time with his family. 
www.BrockEastman.com
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But all is not lost. Rumors are spreading of a fledgling Resistance, who have the courage and audacity to try 
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Following novels set in the 
worlds of epic fantasy and 
techno-thrillers, Thomas 
Locke (Davis Bunn) now turns 
his sights on interplanetary 
adventure.
As internationally acclaimed author 
Davis Bunn, he’s sold more than 
seven million books in 20 languages. 
But under his pseudonym Thomas 
Locke, Davis has been applying his 
literary skills to science fiction and 
fantasy—and reaching a whole new 
set of readers with his mind-bending 
stories. In this exclusive interview 
with FamilyFiction, the author explains 
the mission behind his Thomas Locke 
books, what he has in common with 
J.R.R. Tolkien, and the faith at the 
base of all of his novels.

Under his own name, Davis Bunn 
has sold millions of books to readers 
of thrillers and historical fiction. 
When an author is on such a winning 
streak, why create a new name and 
tackle a different genre altogether?

“For the past several years, I’ve 
grown increasingly concerned over 
the all-pervading darkness that 
nowadays forms the core of both 
character development and story 
within the fantasy and science fiction 
genres,” he says. “I fundamentally 
dispute this mind-set of exclusively 
focusing on the new, the dark and the 
hopeless.” 

As part of his mission to bring a new 
light into an entire category of fiction, 
Davis Bunn created the pseudonym 

“Thomas Locke.” So far, he’s launched 
the Legends of the Realm series 
(epic fantasy), the Fault Lines series 
(techno-thrillers), and now he’s 
moved into interplanetary sci-fi with 
his brand-new epic, Recruits (Revell).

For these novels, he follows the 
classic Greek structure at the base 
of the fantasy genre. “All the Thomas 
Locke projects hold to the original 
Greek structure of inherent value, 
what Hollywood refers to as ‘leave-
behind,’” the author explains. “In 
Recruits, the principal characters 
rise from nothing to forge an alliance 
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that has profound and far-reaching 
impact, simply by accepting the 
challenge of their own self-worth.” 

With Recruits, he’s returned to the 
stories that framed so much of his 
early reading: “The characters are 
beset by impossible circumstances—
yet arrive at a point where they 
can not just survive, but achieve 
greatness.” 

He points out that while the Thomas 
Locke books are written from a 
Christian worldview, they are not 
overtly evangelical stories. Instead, 
they harken back to what J.R.R. 
Tolkien did with The Lord of the Rings. 

“Tolkien was a survivor of the 
trenches in World War I,” Davis 
explains. “When war returned with 
World War II, the darkness he saw 
was difficult for him, personally. He 
felt as if the world had not healed. In 
The Hobbit and the Lord of the Rings 
trilogy, he offered a new concept 
of lore that acknowledged the grip 
of war, the darkness people faced 
that had to be combatted, and the 
courage that was required.” 

And that, precisely, is what Davis 
aims to do with his Thomas Locke 
series. 

“I’m not putting forth a Christian 
message for believers,” he says. “I’m 
creating a new kind of story that 
includes the positive aspects that 
come from our life walk: Courage in 
the face of hardship. Growth. Change. 
The meeting of life’s challenges. 
The need for a greater vision. 
Compassion. And above all, hope.”

While speculative fiction is 
relatively new territory for Davis, 
he has a firm grasp on what makes 
these stories successful. 

“The crucial element in writing 
speculative fiction is NOT the 
speculation. The key to these stories 
being successful is in anchoring 
them somehow to reality. With 
most speculative fiction, this comes 
down to making the emotions of 
the characters, and the characters 
themselves, come alive so powerfully 
that their world and their adventures 
become real as well.” 

He’s accomplished this with 
Recruits. He’s created characters 
that readers will connect with and 
root for. Unlike the “choose your side” 
characters in the gaming market, 
Locke’s characters espouse heroic 
values. And though the Christian 
themes are below the surface, they 
are at the center of who the author is 
as a person.

“My faith is center to all my works, 
both those intended for evangelical 
publishers and those aimed at the 
mainstream,” he says. “There is no 
difference except whether I openly 
express my devotion.”   FFE

READ MORE ONLINE!: http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/thomas-locke

RECRUITS
RECRUITS #1
Thomas Locke
Revell

FAMILYFICTION.COMJANUARY 2017



MORE BY THOMAS LOCKE

LEGENDS OF THE REALM

THE CAPTIVE:  
A LEGENDS OF THE 

REALM STORY

EMISSARY  
(LEGENDS OF THE REALM #1)

MERCHANT OF ALYSS 
(LEGENDS OF THE REALM #2)

 FAULT LINES

DOUBLE EDGE:  
A FAULT LINES STORY

TRIAL RUN  
(FAULT LINES #1)

FLASH POINT  
(FAULT LINES #2)
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still feel like the new kid 
on the block, even though my eighth 
romantic suspense, Still Life (Bethany 
House Publishers), releases January 
31st, but along the way, I’ve learned a 
thing or two about the art of writing 
suspense. My goal is always to write 
the stories God lays on my heart. I 
believe you have to be true to the 
voice God has given you and when 
you embrace that, your stories come 
out unique. That’s why there are so 
many great suspense authors out 
there. Because they have each honed 
their own voice. 

An author’s process should also 
be unique. I begin with a “what if” 
premise. For example, in Cold Shot, 
the first book in my Chesapeake 
Valor series, the premise was “what if 
recent remains were found in a grave 
at Gettysburg?” 

Once I have my premise, I start to 
think of which professions would 
be required to solve the particular 
premise I have chosen. Often, 

Author Dani Pettrey reveals 
her secrets to writing pulse-
pounding romantic suspense.
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multiple career options come to 
mind, so I pick the two that interest 
me most. I love researching careers. 
I find it absolutely fascinating and 
often have to force myself to stop 
researching so the writing can 
begin. When choosing professions 
for your hero and heroine, they 
don’t necessarily have to both have 

“official” positions such as a federal 
agent or a police officer.  One might 
be a crisis counselor, as Tanner Shaw 
is in my upcoming release, Still Life. 
Once I have settled on their careers, 
I determine how the two will fit 
together to solve the crime. I then 
pick my location, which is typically 
determined by the series’ region, 
such as Alaska or the Chesapeake 
Bay area. 

I always pray before writing, as 
I hope all the stories God lays on 
my heart glorify Him. There’d be 

no point or fruit even attempting 
this without Him. At the start of 
each story, I grab a fresh notebook 
and gel pen, sit down and start 
writing longhand. Yes, longhand. 
Occasionally I can do scenes on  
the laptop, but my brain seems to  
work best the old-fashioned way.  
I also don’t “plot” out my stories, but 
rather see them as movies playing 
through my mind. I love the thrill of 
the first draft as characters come to 
life and unexpected twists present 
themselves. I believe not planning 
everything out actually helps me, 
personally, to keep the story more 
suspenseful. If I don’t know where 
the story is going, how will the 
reader? We’re both along for the ride.  

Every genre has its own 
characteristics and nuances. 
Romantic suspense is no exception. 
In this genre you really want both 

I LOVE THE THRILL OF THE FIRST DRAFT 
AS CHARACTERS COME TO LIFE AND 

UNEXPECTED TWISTS PRESENT THEMSELVES.
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READ MORE ONLINE!: http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/dani-pettrey/books/still-life-chesapeake-valor

aspects to play an equal role. You 
want the suspense to propel the 
romance forward and the romance to 
cause complications to the suspense. 
I keep this in the back of my mind 
as I write, but don’t intentionally 
force suspenseful situations. I let the 
story tell itself. I then, almost always, 
have to go back and really look at 
the pacing, the twists and the action 
to see if they are all maintained 
consistently throughout the book. I 
have a tendency to get so caught up 
in the “what if” mystery element, I 
often neglect the suspense during my 
earlier drafts. Yes, I said drafts. Not 
plotting has its downsides, and one 
of them is numerous rewrites. I’ve 
found, though, each writer is unique. 
I tend to write in layers, tweaking 
draft after draft. 

The crucial elements to a 
suspenseful story are pacing, tension 
and danger. You want your readers 
flipping the pages at a fast clip while 
they are on the edge of their seats, all 
the way until the satisfying ending. 

I love the title of this article 
that was suggested to me, as I 
truly believe writing a strong 
suspenseful story is an art form. 
It’s not something you simply fill 
in the blanks for. It’s something 
you experience by feel and instinct. 
You ask questions, such as, “are 
the characters in danger? Are you 
concerned about their safety? Is 
the villain always one step ahead?” 
These, I feel, are the key elements 
required for writing the art of 
suspense.   FFE

STILL LIFE
CHESAPEAKE VALOR
Dani Pettrey
Bethany House
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RONIE KENDIG: The book that immediately popped to mind is 
Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy—because it is a tome of a 
book and needs isolation (read: no distractions) and plenty of time 
to mull over, pray, and reflect on the profound truths within. In our 
world today, we need to cling to truths found from his example.
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/ronie-kendig

JERRY B. JENKINS: All Over But the Shoutin’ by Rick Bragg. Some 
authors make you want to emulate them. Bragg just makes me want 
to surrender and enjoy. He’s our best living writer. 
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/jerry-b-jenkins

KERRY NIETZ: Something large, but equally 
creative. I’m currently about 300 pages into the 
1000 pages of Battlefield Earth. That might cover it.
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/kerry-nietz

DANI PETTREY: I would pick Pride and Prejudice 
because it’s my favorite book, and it’s a great one to 

curl up with and lose yourself in another time and place.
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/dani-pettrey

TERRI BLACKSTOCK: Beach Music, by Pat 
Conroy—on audio narrated by Peter MacNicol. His narration is 
magic, and I’d want to savor that feeling again.
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/terri-blackstock

JANICE CANTORE: Hate to think of having only 
one other book. I would have to say The Lion, the 

Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis—engrossing story, gets my 
imagination working, and I love it!
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/janice-cantore

by C.J. DarlingtonONE QUESTION JAN 2017

You can pick one book, besides the Bible, to take 
with you to a getaway cabin during a snowstorm. 

What book would you pick and why?
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Samuel Parker’s debut novel, Purgatory Road (Revell) 
is a thrilling trip through the Mojave Desert. A husband 
and wife find themselves lost during an excursion in 
Las Vegas. While held hostage by a desert hermit, their 
path collides with a runaway seeking shelter from a 
psychopath. What will escape require of them? Do they 
have what it takes to survive despite their circumstances 
and the brutal environment? The author answered a few 
of our questions…

What inspired this story?
A trip to Las Vegas—life imitates 
art, and vice versa.  My wife and I 
took a long weekend trip there and 
spent time traveling in the desert 
west of Vegas.  The landscape itself 
was inspiring enough to get the mind 
going. The character of Boots, I will 
admit, was just a lucky epiphany at 
the time.  I think I could write until 
the end of my life and struggle to 
create a character like him again.

This is a fantastical, yet dark story. Are 
any of the pieces pulled from reality?
The fantastical elements are pure 
imagination. I did have a case of heat 
exhaustion as a kid once and the 
vivid memory of that experience fed 
into some of the description of what I 
would imagine the characters would 
feel like out in the desert.

What sort of research did you conduct 
for this book?
I shared an early version of the 
book with a few readers that either 
lived near the Mojave, Sonoran or 
Chihuahua Deserts. I was nervous 
about them reading the story 
because I was just a quick observer 
of the environment, but I’ve been told 
I captured it well.  

This novel is really a story of good 
versus evil. How does your faith inform 
your writing?
I think as a writer, you need to 
employ all aspects of your thought 
process to execute a good story. 
Nothing should be held back or 
reserved whether that is memory, 
ambition, beliefs or doubts. 

I also think those same thought 
processes are constantly growing 
and changing, evolving and eroding, 

SAMUEL PARKERSUSPENSE

Photo by  
Lila Armock Photography
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PURGATORY ROAD
Samuel Parker
Revell

READ MORE ONLINE!: http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/samuel-parker/books/purgatory-road

and so to be conscious of that 
constant flux and to infuse that into 
a story brings it to greater life. My 
beliefs as a child are different than 
where I am now, just as assuredly 
as my 80-year-old self will be 
different. Being comfortable with 
that idea allows me to pose bizarre 
questions and carry them to what 
are, hopefully, interesting and 
suspenseful conclusions.

IN OTHER NEWS

God’s Not Dead 3 Film in the Works
Last spring, the film God’s Not Dead 2 opened as one of the top five films at 
the box office, continuing the success of its predecessor. And now Pure Flix’s 
David A.R. White says the studio is in the planning stages of God’s Not Dead 3.

“We’ve just been in a lot of prayer and trying to figure out exactly what God 
wants number three to be,” White told CNSNews.com. “We  want to follow 
where God is leading on these movies.”

Viewers who sat through the credits of God’s Not Dead 2 may have an 
inkling where the next film will go. In the post-credits scene, a pastor is 
arrested and his sermons are seized.

God’s Not Dead, released in 2014, earned $62 million against a budget 
of $1.2 million. It is one of the most profitable movies by percentage in 
cinema history.

White recently published Between Heaven & Hollywood (Zondervan), a 
memoir of his journey from his Mennonite home in Kansas to his career as a 
filmmaker. White has starred in more than 25 movies and produced 40 films. 
He serves as a Managing Partner of Pure Flix, the largest faith-based movie 
studio in the world.
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NEW RELEASES
CLICK ON A BOOK COVER FOR MORE INFORMATION

STILL LIFE
CHESAPEAKE VALOR
Dani Pettrey
Bethany House

MOVING TARGET
ELITE GUARDIANS
Lynette Eason
Revell

JUSTICE DELAYED
Patricia Bradley
Revell

BECAUSE YOU’RE MINE
Colleen Coble
Thomas Nelson

MORE NEW RELEASES ONLINE: http://www.familyfiction.com/genres/suspense/books

SUSPENSE
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NEW RELEASES
CLICK ON A BOOK COVER FOR MORE INFORMATION

PURGATORY ROAD
Samuel Parker
Revell

THE INNKEEPER OF IVY HILL
TALES FROM IVY HILL
Julie Klassen
Bethany House

CONSPIRACY OF SILENCE
THE TOX FILES #1
Ronie Kendig
Bethany House

HOLLY IN DECEMBER
FLOWERS CAN BE FATAL
Clare Revell
White Rose Publishing

MORE NEW RELEASES ONLINE: http://www.familyfiction.com/genres/suspense/books

SUSPENSE
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Rachelle Dekker burst onto the speculative fiction scene 
in 2015 with her debut novel, The Choosing (Tyndale 
House). After winning a Christy Award for that novel and 
completing two more books to finish her Seer series, 
Rachelle has clearly carved out a space of her own apart 
from her famous father, Ted Dekker. Rachelle sat down 
to answer some of our questions about The Returning 
(Tyndale House), the conclusion of her first series.  

Where does book three find us in  
your series?
It takes place 20 years from the end 
of the second novel, The Calling, so 
the world looks pretty different. I 
don’t want to give too much away, 
but readers will continue the story 
with characters they know and meet 
some pretty awesome new ones. 
Let’s just say the entire world as they 
know it is about to change.

Your debut novel and the first book  
in this series won a Christy Award.  
Did you feel some pressure going  
into the release of your second and 
third novels?
Not really. I mean, maybe I should 
have, ha! The second and third 
novels were already completely 
conceptualized and mostly written 
when I won, so I think I was too far 
along to feel any pressure. It may 
affect my future work, but I would 
hope not. 

It was such an honor, though! I still 
walk by the beautiful glass award 

perched on my bookshelf and think, 
How did this even become my life? 

How was this writing process different 
from your process of writing The 
Choosing and The Calling?
Ending a series is challenging. On 
one hand, I have already laid the 
foundation, so that allows me to lean 
on some support I’ve already created. 
But at the same time, I have to stay 
true to the rules I’ve made. I have 
to think through all the doors I’ve 
opened, all the paths my characters 
have walked, and make sure to seal 
everything up tightly. It felt more 
daunting pulling everything to a 
close while still discovering and 
creating new life for this novel. At 
the end of the day, I’m extremely 
happy with the result.

What do you do when you get stuck in 
a spot with your characters or a plot 
piece isn’t fitting correctly?
I cut it, if I can. I try very hard to 
follow my instincts. I’ve found they 

RACHELLE DEKKERSPECULATIVE
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THE RETURNING
SEER #3
Rachelle Dekker
Tyndale House

don’t often lead me astray, but when 
I get stubborn and try to fit a square 
into a triangle space, sometimes the 
only thing to do is erase it and start 
over. That is painful, but necessary. 

What was the response of readers to 
your first two books, and did that shape 
your style for the third book?
The response and support have been 
overwhelming. I still can’t believe 
people are reading my books! But 
as a rule of thumb, I try not to let 
reviews dictate what I am writing 
currently. In fact, I try not to read 
too many reviews at all. I have a 
trusted team of people around me 
whom I love and respect. I get their 
opinions and insights on my work. 
Other than that, I really just write 
what I love, what I believe, what is 
shaping me. 

Don’t get me wrong, I love hearing 
from readers, but I try to be careful 
not to let the ways they did or didn’t 
connect to my novels impact the 
way I do my work. I still have to 
trust my gut.  

This is the third and final installment in 
this series. Could there ever be more? 
Have you considered lengthening it?
I think there could be more, but for 
now I am on to the next journey. I 
loved writing in the Seer universe, 
but I’m ready to jump off the edge 
and see what else I can find. But who 
knows? I may be back someday. 

Finish this sentence: Readers who love 
____ will love The Returning.
You’re probably looking for a book 
title here, but I don’t really like 
to compare myself to anyone else, 
because all fiction is so different. So 
instead I’ll say, “Readers who love 
redemptive dystopian adventures 
will love The Returning.” Or at least, I 
really hope so.

ENDING A SERIES IS CHALLENGING. I HAVE TO THINK 
THROUGH ALL THE DOORS I’VE OPENED, ALL THE 

PATHS MY CHARACTERS HAVE WALKED, AND MAKE 
SURE TO SEAL EVERYTHING UP TIGHTLY.”

READ MORE ONLINE!: http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/rachelle-dekker/books/the-returning-seer-3
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NEW RELEASES
CLICK ON A BOOK COVER FOR MORE INFORMATION

THE SHATTERED VIGIL
DARKWATER SAGA #2
Patrick W. Carr
Bethany House

STORM: A NOVEL
STONE BRAIDE CHRONICLES #3
Bonnie S. Calhoun
Revell

CHAINS OF GWYNDOOR
POISON TREE PATH CHRONICLES #1
Joan Campbell
Enclave Publishing

JUPITER STORM
JUPITER WINDS #2
C.J. Darlington
Mountainview Books

MORE NEW RELEASES ONLINE: http://www.familyfiction.com/genres/speculative/books

SPECULATIVE
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NEW RELEASES
CLICK ON A BOOK COVER FOR MORE INFORMATION

A TIME TO RISE
OUT OF TIME #3
Nadine Brandes
Enclave Publishing

ACCELERANT
ABIASSA’S FIRE #2
Ronie Kendig
Enclave Publishing

THE WORD ENDANGERED
THE FACE OF THE DEEP #3
Steve Rzasa
Enclave Publishing

THE OCCUPIED
A TREVOR BLACK NOVEL
Craig Parshall
Tyndale House

MORE NEW RELEASES ONLINE: http://www.familyfiction.com/genres/speculative/books

SPECULATIVE
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3 YA/Teen Books with a strong faith message
Jesus knew what He was doing when He spoke to the crowds using parables. 
Stories are massive containers for powerful messages. Entire value systems 
can be passed down to generations through stories. This year, if you are 
looking for a way to reach the young adults or teens in your life, look no further 
than these five books—each with strong messages of faith, family and values.

Never Said by Carol Lynch Williams
Sarah and Annie are an unusual pair of twins. They don’t 
have much in common. Annie is the star in the family 
but when she suddenly becomes aloof, the spark in her 
life seems to be lost. She and Sarah begin to forge a 
relationship built on vulnerability. But will Annie have 
the courage to confess a painful secret? Can the sisters 
build the relationship they’ve both always wanted? 
Carol Lynch Williams pens a story for young girls about 
friendship, family and courage.
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/carol-lynch-williams/books/never-said

The Mindwar Trilogy by Andrew Klavan
After a crippling accident, Rick believes his life is over. 
But the truth is, it is just beginning. He quickly finds 
new purpose in an alternate reality. When government 
agencies uncover a devious plan from a cyber 
mastermind, they recruit Rick to enter the Realm—a 
virtual realty with very real consequences. Rick is 
tasked with taking down a mad man and uncovering the 
truth in the process—all within the Realm. Even non-
gamers will love this suspenseful series. 
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/andrew-klavan/books/the-mindwar-trilogy-
mindwar-hostage-run-game-over

YOUNG ADULT EDITORS’ PICKS
by Deidra Romero

NEVER SAID
Carol Lynch Williams
Blink

THE MINDWAR 
TRILOGY
Andrew Klavan
Thomas Nelson
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INTERMISSION
Serena Chase
Candent Gate

IN OTHER NEWS

Bestselling author and Bible teacher Priscilla Shirer is continuing her Prince 
Warriors series. Inspired by a desire to give her own sons fiction with a 
powerful message, Priscilla is penning a series to teach tween boys about the 
armor of God and spiritual warfare. The first book in the series, The Prince 
Warriors, topped bookseller charts upon its release. The Prince Warriors and 
the Sword of Rhema, the third book installment, will continue the series and 
is set to release in February. Stay tuned to our next issue of Edge for more 
coverage on the completion of this exciting trilogy.
http://www.familyfiction.com/books/the-prince-warriors-and-the-swords-of-rhema-the-prince-warriors-3 

THE PRINCE WARRIORS AND 
THE SWORD OF RHEMA
PRINCE WARRIORS #3
Priscilla Shirer with Gina Detwiler
B&H Publishing

Intermission by Serena Chase
Faith is ready to leave her small-town life and embrace 
an acting career in a big city. Her parents, on the other 
hand, look down on artsy individuals and would prefer 
a more practical career path for their teenage daughter. 
When Faith meets 19-year-old Noah, who shares her 
dreams, she becomes even more determined to be the 
artist she wants to be—even if it requires defying her 
parents. A story of teenage romance and self-discovery, 
Intermission is the perfect read for an adventurous heart.
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/serena-chase/books/intermission
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NEW RELEASES
CLICK ON A BOOK COVER FOR MORE INFORMATION

UNFOLDING: A NOVEL
Jonathan Friesen
Blink

INTERMISSION
Serena Chase
Candent Gate 

THE RUBY MOON
THIRTEEN
Trisha Priebe & Jerry B. Jenkins
Shiloh Run Press

THE STORM SIREN TRILOGY:  
STORM SIREN, SIREN’S FURY, 
SIREN’S SONG
Mary Weber
Thomas Nelson

MORE NEW RELEASES ONLINE: http://www.familyfiction.com/genres/young-adult/books
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NEW RELEASES
CLICK ON A BOOK COVER FOR MORE INFORMATION

THE BATTLE FOR THE LOST AMULET
CHILD OF GABRIEL
A.M. Raithatha
Instant Apostle

ONE PARIS SUMMER
Denise Grover Swank
Zondervan

SEEKER’S REVOLUTION
SEEKER’S TRILOGY
Cassandra Boyson
Kingdom House Press

THE MINDWAR TRILOGY
Andrew Klavan
Thomas Nelson

MORE NEW RELEASES ONLINE: http://www.familyfiction.com/genres/young-adult/books

YOUNG ADULT
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EXCERPTSPECIAL

START READING NOW

The Returning by Rachelle Dekker
Taken from The Returning by Rachelle Dekker.  
Copyright © 2016. Used by permission of Tyndale House  
Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved.

Chapter 2

Remko could feel the vibration of each drumbeat through his heels from 
where he stood onstage. The wooden platform that backed up to the 
monstrous Trylin Mountain faced the gathering of every soul that called 
this simple city home. Everyone but Carrington, who was still nowhere 
to be seen, though the ceremony was about to start.

Remko knew his wife’s soul was on its own journey. Ever since 
Kennedy had been called to join the Seven. Their daughter’s calling 
hadn’t come as much of a shock to him; he’d long ago accepted that his 
children were not his own and that the truest form of love was in letting 
go. As he’d once done with Elise, he’d also learned to do with Kennedy. 
He often forgot, but as Aaron had so often drilled into their heads, the 
importance was in the remembering.

Now, as he stood before the city he commanded, before the people who 
had lived for this day when the prophecy of the Seven would be fulfilled, 
before a city that represented the freedom that came when you let go 
of your fears and trusted the Father, Remko remembered to hold no 
grievance against the woman he loved. For she also had to find the power 
in remembering.

Six drummers, three men and three women, worked the crowd with 
enthusiasm. They danced to the beats they played as they moved 
through the gathered people and toward the platform. Children squealed 
with delight and mothers and fathers beamed with joy. The coordinated 
pulse of the instruments shook them all with a vibration that signaled 
the start of a new era.
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Remko caught sight of Carrington and Lucy approaching the stage 
from the left just as the final rhythmic string of joyful sounds was 
coming to a close. Lucy gave him a silly wink, as if to say it wasn’t a real 
party until she was fashionably late, and Carrington tried an apologetic 
smile as both women ascended the small wooden staircase and took 
their places onstage. Carrington beside Remko, and Lucy with the other 
chosen ones, making them complete. Seven in all.

The drums came to a thunderous conclusion and the city exploded into 
thrilled applause. The energy swept up and across the stage, and Remko 
let himself be taken with the spirit of what this moment represented. He 
reached out and grabbed Carrington’s hand to let her know all was well 
and drove both of his arms into the air, sweeping hers up with his, their 
fingers intertwined. The crowd’s applause grew and the entire mountain 
felt as though it were trembling with them.

Remko kept his hands high as the city rejoiced. He stole a glance at 
the woman beside him and she smiled—a genuine, full-faced smile that 
lit his heart and drove his excitement forward. Suddenly a great wind 
descended on the gathering, sweeping through hair and clothes, filling 
the city with hope and crushing the fears that lingered.

Remko closed his eyes and let the wind surround him fully, welcoming 
the renewal it brought. He lowered his arms as the wind lessened to a 
breeze and the people began to still. Stairs to the right of the platform 
creaked and Remko turned to see Aaron step onto the stage. They 
shared a knowing smile before Remko turned back to face his people.

“Trylin City,” Remko shouted, and the crowd once again rang out in 
applause. “We are gathered here today in remembrance. A single body, 
united by the Father, embracing the identity He calls us to.”

Cheers sprang up from the faces below as Remko continued. “We are 
here because we were called, as all people are, to discover the truth that 
lives within us, to acknowledge the heritage we possess, to lay claim to 
the identity that was given to us, and to grow in the truth of the light that 
is greater than all darkness. And now we send out those chosen to take 
that truth to the world.”

The crowd ignited with joy, their voices echoing off the stone faces 
of the mountain’s cliffs. Aaron grabbed Remko’s shoulder and shook it 
with excitement. His laugh joined the others and Remko himself let out 
a cheer.

Aaron stepped forward to address the crowd, and the people fell 
silent. “For many years you have heard me talk of this day. Many of you 
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remember the moment when each individual on this stage heard the call 
from the Father to go. Go into the world and make believers of all His 
children. We must never forget that those inside the Authority City walls 
are members of our family, of our body, who have simply forgotten who 
they are. They are blinded to their own salvation, as all of you were once 
blind. But we will help them see!”

The crowd cheered again, the vibration setting the ground astir.
Aaron continued once the crowd had settled. “It is also important to 

remember the darkness that floods the streets now. The darkness these 
chosen Seven will surely face. Led by a tyrant, a man who believes his 
mind and power are greater than the light. His talons are submerged 
deep within the city, but do not let this stir fear within you. For the light 
that lives inside us is stronger than the darkness that lives inside him. He 
has tricked many into believing lies about themselves, because he comes 
to steal, kill, and destroy, but he will not be victorious.”

Aaron raised his fist into the air, and quickly all the people followed 
suit. Every person in the city, as one, lifting a single fist to the sky as an 
intentional calm fell over the gathering.

Aaron spoke. “To the earth and the Father who molded it.”
The crowd echoed back their response. “To the earth.”

“To the wind and the Father who guides it.”
“To the wind.”
“To the light and the Father who summons it.”
“To the light.”
“To His children and the Father who calls them His own.”
“To His children.”
“We acknowledge!”
“We acknowledge!”
“We accept!”
“We accept!”
Aaron paused, then shouted, “We believe!”

“We believe!”
As the last syllable fell from the crowd’s lips, a powerful energy grew 

from their combined cries and once again rattled the ground. Deep 
emotion echoed up through Remko’s chest and he pulled Carrington 
under his arm and to his side. He kissed the top of her head as Aaron 
crossed the stage to where the chosen Seven stood. Their faces glowed 
with honor and humility, all of them visibly itching to start out on the 
journey they had been called to.
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Aaron waited as the crowd regained their quiet composure and then 
continued. “Each of you in the crowd represents a pillar of strength and 
support for those standing here who have been called to go. Join with 
them in spirit as we send them out with great confidence.”

Aaron made his way to the farthest end of the line and took the hand 
of Lucy Carson. Remko looked and saw Lucy’s younger sister, Rayna, 
beaming in the front row, tears of joy streaming down her cheeks.

“Do you accept the call set before you to follow the wind, honor the light, 
and know the Father who created them both?” Aaron asked.

Lucy smiled. “With pleasure,” she answered in her quirky way, and 
several chuckles rose from the crowd. Aaron reached into his pocket 
and pulled out a small silver medallion fastened to a leather necklace. 
Lucy tipped her head forward as Aaron placed the piece around her neck. 
Remko knew the medallion would serve as a reminder of where Lucy’s 
true identity lay, as the road ahead was sure to test them all.

Aaron then moved on down the line. Kane Brant, Remko’s nephew. His 
parents, Ramses and Lesley, watched with joy. Sage Avery, the middle 
daughter to an original Trylin City family, had been just a baby when the 
Seers had arrived here. Timmons Gilford, husband to Eleanor Lane, the 
daughter of Authority member Enderson Lane. Willis Lane, Eleanor’s 
younger brother. Eleanor would be saying goodbye to both of the men 
in her life. Davis Tollen, the only child of Wire and Kate. The boy had 
taken strengths from both parents. And finally, Kennedy, Remko and 
Carrington’s younger daughter.

Remko felt Carrington’s body tense as Kennedy accepted her call and 
received her medallion. Remko recognized his own reservations rising, 
but he knew the path set before his daughter was clear. The truest form 
of love was letting go.

With each member, Aaron had asked the same question and presented 
them with the same token as he gave his blessing and accepted their 
response. He then turned back to the crowd.

“You have taken part in the beginning of the new life that is to come. 
Let our faith continue to grow and our hearts be steadfast as this new 
chapter commences. Now, as these Seven have committed to you, so you 
too should commit to them. Let us celebrate these warriors, as in doing 
so we celebrate Him.”

Aaron again raised his fist high and shouted, “We believe!”
As one unit the gathering did the same, and as their words died off, the 

drummers began to play again. Applause and cheers rang out; parents 
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and families of the chosen Seven rushed the platform and embraced their 
loved ones. Remko caught Kennedy’s eye, and she smiled as she moved 
through the gathered mass now on stage and into Remko’s arms. He held 
her tightly for a long moment before pulling back to see the light shining 
behind her eyes.

Kennedy turned to Carrington, her mother’s eyes already brimming 
with tears, and threw her arms around her neck. Carrington pulled her 
close, and Remko could hear Kennedy whispering. “It’s going to be okay, 
Mom. I’m going to find her.”

Remko’s heart faltered and he sensed the all-too-familiar fear creeping 
into his chest. The endless stream of questions that always led him to 
one ultimate question: What if she isn’t still alive?

He felt a pair of eyes on him and glanced up to meet Aaron’s stare. They 
held each other’s gazes for only a second, and then Aaron shrugged as if 
to say, Even now you can choose salvation over fear. The choice is always 
yours.

Remko grinned and shook his head slightly as Aaron let out a hearty 
laugh. He was right; even now the choice was his. So he would choose 
faith over fear and belief over doubt.

READ MORE ONLINE: http://www.familyfiction.com/rachelle-dekker/books/the-returning-seer-3/
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