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Check out these news articles, updates, and other bonus 
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Quiz: How Well do You Know A Charlie Brown Christmas?
How well do you know the perennial Christmas classic?

Read more here: 
https://www.familyfiction.com/quiz-well-know-charlie-brown-christmas

Karen Kingsbury’s Two Weeks Coming April 2019
A heart-wrenching new story in the Baxter Family series  
about a couple desperately waiting to bring their adopted  
child home and a young mother about to make the biggest 
decision of her life.

Read more here: 
https://www.familyfiction.com/karen-kingsburys-two-weeks-coming-april-2019

Second Children’s Book from Michael W. Smith,  
Mike nawrocki
Let’s Get Ready for Bed takes children on a journey through 
Sleepy Puppy’s bedtime routine.

Read more here: 
https://www.familyfiction.com/second-childrens-book-michael-w-smith-mike-nawrocki

War Room Producers Release Teaser for Overcomer
The 90-second teaser trailer shares the movie’s theme of 
discovering who you are when everything you once valued is 
taken away.

Read more here: 
https://www.familyfiction.com/war-room-producers-release-teaser-overcomer
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Wanda E. Brunstetter 
Celebrating the Season and Family

The author of A Christmas Prayer on her 
recent novels, and seeing her work come 
to life on the stage.

One of the founders of the Amish fiction genre,  
Wanda E. Brunstetter’s books have sold more  
than 10 million copies. Her recent books include  
A Christmas Prayer (Shiloh Run Press), a historical  
romance; The Hope Jar (Shiloh Run Press), the first  
book in the Prayer Jars series; and the 3-in-1 collection  
The Daughters of Lancaster County (Barbour Books), 
which celebrates the recent stage adaptation of that  
series. 

In this interview, Wanda explains why she enjoys  
writing Christmas stories, what readers can expect from  
the Prayer Jars series, and what it was like seeing her  
words up onstage.

A Christmas Prayer is a historical romance involving a  
cross-country journey in 1850. What inspired you to set  
the novel in this time and place? 
I enjoy history, especially around the time of the 1800s. Having 
driven over part of the Oregon Trail numerous times, I’ve done 
a good amount of research about the adventures and trials the 
pioneers heading west were faced with. I have asked myself 
many times what it must have been like for these brave people 
who gave up so much to begin a new life out west.
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Cynthia Cooper is traveling with the man she has promised 
to marry. But during the hard journey, she’s having second 
thoughts—and two other fellow travelers have shown  
interest in her as well. What inspired this setup?
I’ve had a creative imagination since childhood. Ideas for  
storylines and scenes often pop into my head. This was one 
instance of that.

What about Cynthia made you want to tell her story?
A young woman who had recently lost her father, and is  
now engaged to a man almost twice her age, would no doubt 
experience a lot of confusion and inner conflict. Cynthia felt 
obligated to take care of her mother and thought the best  
way to do that was to marry a man who could provide well for 
both her and her mother. Although she did not love this older 
man, she was willing to sacrifice her own desires for the sake  
of her mother.
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You’ve written a few Christmas novels now. What appeals 
to you most about writing a story set at Christmastime?
Christmas is a special time for my family, as well as many  
other people, I’m sure. I enjoy reading stories set around  
the holidays, and I hope my readers will enjoy this historical 
Christmas story too.

You recently launched the Prayer Jars trilogy, which  
revolves around the intriguing idea that different people 
are finding these buried jars with hidden messages that 
lead to complications. What inspired this intriguing setup?
The idea of a series involving prayer jars came from my editor.  
After mulling her concept around for a bit, I came up with a 
storyline that involved hidden jars and an Amish family whose 
lives were changed when they learned they had a granddaugh-
ter they knew nothing about.

How does the series work—do all the characters know each 
other, or where are all these jars buried?
Each of the characters who discover one or more jars knows 
the others who have also found jars. While each of the three 
books in the series revolves mainly around one of these young 
women, they all play a role in each of the books. 

The three young women discuss with each other things about 
the jars they’ve found and try to figure out who wrote the 
Scriptures, quotes, and prayers found on the slips of paper  
inside the jars. It becomes a mystery of sorts.
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The first book is The Hope Jar, which features a young  
woman who has become part of an Amish family under 
false pretenses. What inspired you to write a story with a 
twist like that?
This is another instance of my active imagination taking over. 
While thinking about the idea of someone finds hidden prayer 
jars, the character of Michelle came to mind. 

I could visualize her at the bus station when the Amish couple 
showed up. Desperate to get out of her current situation, 
Michelle went along with it when Willis and Mary Ruth Lapp 
thought she was their granddaughter and invited her into  
their home.

no spoilers, but what can readers expect from the other 
Prayer Jars books?
In the second book, The Forgiving Jar, releasing in February 
2019, the real Sara deals with some hurts from her past and 
decides whether to forgive or not. Sara must also decide if she 
should remain in Lancaster County with her grandparents or 
return to her home in New Jersey. Of course, there’s a conflict-
ing romance involved, which is something Sara must deal with 
in her story. 

Book 3, The Healing Jar, which comes out in August 2019, is 
about Sara’s Amish cousin, Lenore, and the struggles she faces 
regarding her grandfather’s ill health. There is also a relation-
ship with a man she believes she can’t have, as well as one very 
special jar that unravels a mystery that’s been hidden for too 
many years.

Wanda E. Brunstetter
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There’s now a stage musical based on your daughters  
of Lancaster County books. How did that come about?  
What part of the series is the focus of the musical?
After reading my Daughters of Lancaster County series, the 
producer of the Blue Gate Musicals contacted my publisher,  
saying they wished to write a musical play based on the  
concept of my series. While the play is presented a bit  
different from my books, the concept from all three stories was 
used to create a wonderful musical play made for the stage.

Were you involved at all in the adaptation? (Have you  
seen the show yet? Were you surprised by how it looked  
on stage?)
I was not involved in the adaptation, but I attended the  
musical play when it first opened in Shipshewana, Indiana,  
at the Blue Gate Theater in June of this year. I will also attend 
several performances at the Ohio Star Theater in Sugarcreek, 
Ohio, in September. 

Since the Blue Gate Musicals adapted another one of my  
previous books (The Half-Stitched Amish Quilting Club) to  
produce a musical play, I was not surprised by how Stolen 
looked on stage. The music, acting, and choreography are  
wonderfully presented in both of those plays.

There’s a new 3-in-1 edition that collects the Daughters of 
Lancaster County books together. How has this experience 
helped you reflect on your original series—or are you too 
focused on the next book(s) to really think about them?
Having the series re-released has been fun for me. It helps me 
remember how much I enjoyed writing all three books in the 
series, and takes me back to Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 

FAMILYFICTION.COM

https://www.familyfiction.com


click here to read More online: https://www.familyfiction.com

Wanda E. Brunstetter

where the idea for the stories was born after my husband and I 
visited an Amish farm to buy homemade root beer. FF

Visit Wanda E. Brunstetter’s author page here:
https://www.familyfiction.com/authors/wanda-brunstetter 

A Christmas Prayer 
Wanda E. Brunstetter 
Shiloh Run Press

Bestselling Amish fiction author 
Wanda E. Brunstetter takes read-
ers on a journey set in 1850 along 
the California Trail. A sudden 
snowstorm traps three wagons in 
the Sierra Nevada Mountains and 
forces Cynthia Cooper to evalu-
ate the man she has promised to 
marry against two other worthy 
men in their party.

FAMILYFICTION.COM

https://www.familyfiction.com/authors/wanda-brunstetter
https://www.familyfiction.com


click here to read More online: https://www.familyfiction.com

Wanda E. Brunstetter

The Hope Jar 
Prayer Jars #1 
Wanda E. Brunstetter 
Shiloh Run Press

What happens when making an 
elderly Amish couple very happy 
means going along with a lie that 
gets bigger by the day? Michelle is 
not who her new family believes 
her to be, but how can she tell the 
truth without hurting the ones she  
has come to truly love?

The Daughters of Lancaster County 
Wanda E. Brunstetter 
Barbour Books 

Enjoy the three bestselling novels 
that inspired the made-for-stage 
musical Stolen. A three-part story 
unfolds in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
where a child’s kidnapping affects 
the whole Amish community. In 
the midst of the tragic aftermath, 
three young Amish women strug-
gle to find hope and love. FF

Discover more about Wanda E. Brunstetter’s books here:
https://www.familyfiction.com/authors/wanda-brunstetter/books 
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2018 Christy Awards: 
Becky Wade Wins Book of the Year

Chris Fabry inducted into Christy Award 
Hall of Fame, awards handed out in nine 
fiction categories

The Christy Award is the foremost award honoring  
and promoting excellence in Christian fiction since 
1999, and is named for Catherine Marshall’s novel, 
Christy, which has sold over 10 million copies since  
its publication in 1967. ECPA assumed ownership  
and administration of the award in 2017 to focus  
and grow the unique opportunity of fiction in  
Christian publishing.

The winners of the 2018 Christy Awards were announced  
November 8 at the Christy Award Gala, held in Nashville’s 
Shamblin Theatre at Lipscomb University. Nearly 200 authors, 
writers, publishers, and industry professionals were in  
attendance to honor the year’s best in Christian fiction.

Becky Wade’s novel True to You (Bethany House) won in two 
categories—Book of the Year and Contemporary Romance— 
at the 2018 Christy Award Gala. Also honored during the eve-
ning celebration, was five-time Christy Award-winning author 
Chris Fabry, who was inducted into the Christy Award Hall of 
Fame for his legacy and contributions to Christian fiction.

Photo of Becky Wade (left) by Kristen Fields - kristenfields.com
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(Photo l-r: ECPA’s Stan Jantz with winning authors Laura Gallier, Michelle Griep, Laura Frantz, 
Jaime Jo Wright, Valerie Fraser Luesse, Mesu Andrews, Becky Wade, and Chris Fabry. )

All photos by: Kristen Fields, kristenfields.com

Charles Martin, keynote speaker Laura Gallier, winner of the 2018 Christy 
Award in the Young Adult category
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Becky Wade—Book of the Year and Contemporary Romance of the Year

“Because I write heartwarming and humorous romances, I always hope 
that readers will close the final page of  my books with a happy sigh  

and a smile. In this particular case, the theme of  True to You is truth.  
I’m praying the Lord will use this story to remind readers of  the fact  

that their true identity is, was, and always will be in Him.”
https://www.familyfiction.com/qa-becky-wade-true 

Presented by the Evangelical Christian Publishers Association 
(ECPA), the event featured bestselling authors Francine Rivers, 
Charles Martin, Carla Laureano, and Cynthia Ruchti. There 
was also a tribute to the storytelling legacy of Madeleine 
L’Engle. The annual Christy Award ceremony celebrates excel-
lence in the art of Christian Fiction and to honor the power of 
faith in story. “At a time when people are longing for stories of 
hope, the Christy Awards honor those authors whose excellent 
work proclaims the essence of hope because they tell the truth 
about life,” said ECPA president Stan Jantz. “Congratulations to 
those authors and their publishers whose novels were  
recognized for telling those stories especially well.”

The evening capped off two days of events that helped  
inspire, train, and encourage those established in the  
publishing industry as well as those aspiring to break into  
the market as writers, authors, or business leaders:

ECPA PubU was held as a training and connection event for  
the Christian publishing professional.

The Art of Writing Conference was created to build community 
and explore the leading questions and pressing issues facing 
creators and curators. FF

Christy Awards
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Here’s the full list of awards handed out!

Christy Awards

BOOK OF THE YEAR
True to You
Becky Wade
(Bethany 
House)

COnTEMPORARY ROMAnCE
True to You
Becky Wade
(Bethany 
House)

FIRST nOVEL
Missing Isaac
Valerie Fraser 
Luesse
(Revell)

GEnERAL FICTIOn
Life After
Katie Ganshert
(WaterBrook)

HISTORICAL
Isaiah’s Daughter
Mesu Andrews
(WaterBrook)

HISTORICAL ROMAnCE
The Lacemaker
Laura Frantz
(Revell)
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MYSTERY/SuSPEnSE/THRILLER
The House on 
Foster Hill
Jaime Jo Wright
(Bethany 
House)

SHORT FORM
12 Days at 
Bleakly Manor
Michelle Griep
(Barbour  
Publishing)

VISIOnARY
The Man He 
Never Was
James Rubart
(Thomas  
Nelson)

YOunG AduLT
The Delusion
Laura Gallier
(Wander)

Christy Awards

Chris Fabry—2018 Christy Award Hall of Fame Inductee

“What I see myself  doing is the same thing the prophet Nathan did 
when he approached King David. David had sinned greatly—but the 
prophet told him a story that made him angry and want to judge the 
unkind protagonist. The story slipped around the back door of  his 
heart and when he let it in, it convicted him because it showed him 

truth in a different way than simply didactic teaching.”
https://www.familyfiction.com/chris-fabry-skys-limit 

2018 CHRISTY AWARd HALL OF FAME InduCTEE
Chris Fabry
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Deborah Raney 
Sister to Sister

The Christian author talks about the  
real-life inspirations behind her latest series.

Deborah Raney’s inspirational novels have garnered 
multiple awards including the RITA Award, HOLT Medallion, 
National Readers’ Choice Award, and more. She recently 
launched the Chandler Sisters series with Reason to 
Breathe (Gilead Publishing). 

In this interview, Deborah explains the theme for the  
new series, shares why her sisters might be nervous  
about these books, and reveals the character that  
surprised her the most.

deborah, your new Chandler Sisters series revolves  
around three sisters who are reeling from personal  
tragedies and then start a new business together.  
What inspired this setup?
There are usually multiple inspirations for each of my novels. 
This one definitely started with the idea of a sisters series.  
Being the oldest of four sisters and having my own sisters as 
best friends all my life, I’ve always thought it would be fun to 
capture the unique friendship that happens when people  
share your history from childhood. 

(Of course, for my sisters’ sakes, I’ve changed all the names  
and details to protect the innocent.)

But it has been a blast to explore sisters undertaking a  
business venture together—and that brings me to my next  

FAMILYFICTION.COM

https://www.familyfiction.com


click here to read More online: https://www.familyfiction.com

inspiration: Fixer Upper, Home Town, and other shows like those. 
I love the metaphors that home renovation shows inspire—
ashes to beauty—and you’ll see several of those in the Chan-
dler Sisters novels.

What’s the overarching theme or idea for the series?
Like so many of my books, this series has a strong undercur-
rent of redemption: God can redeem even the worst of situa-
tions. But another recurring theme in so many of my books is 
that family members—including those related by marriage and 
in this series, sisters especially—are precious friends and gifts 
from God. Even when we don’t always see eye to eye, we make 
each other better.

The first book, Reason to Breathe, is about sister  
Phylicia Chandler. What can you tell us about her?
Phylicia (her family calls her Phee) is the oldest of the three 
sisters. After putting her life on hold to help care for their mom 
through a tragic cancer journey, Phee feel that life has passed 
her by—and that maybe it’s too late for her to have a marriage 
like the one her own parents had. When she discovers some 
long-hidden secrets about her parents, she’s not sure what she 
can believe in anymore. 

Quinn Mitchell is the man who brings the sisters the  
business opportunity—and he’s also falling for Phylicia. 
What can you tell us about him?
Quinn works for Phylicia’s dad and actually met Phee when she 
was 16 and he was 28, so it takes him by surprise to realize that 
she’s now all grown up. But he’s been deeply wounded in a pre-
vious relationship and isn’t sure he is ready to trust love again.

Deborah Raney
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What about them made you want to tell their story?
I love that Quinn and Phee knew each other when their age  
difference made a relationship the last possibility on their 
minds, but now that it shouldn’t matter, it does, for reasons 
neither of them imagined. In real life, conflict between a man 
and woman isn’t nearly so much fun, but in fiction, it does keep 
the pages turning! 

And I do love showing, through fiction, how a real-life couple 
can work out their differences in a way that honors God and 
feels like a win/win.

Which character in Reason to Breathe surprised you the 
most? (And why?)
I think the sisters’ father, Turner Chandler, may be the one who 
surprised me most. Not only for the secrets he’s been keeping 
since the day Phylicia was born, but also for the way he reacted 
to the death of his wife. I felt deeply for Turner—and some-
times wanted to wring his neck too! I’ve toyed with the idea of 
writing his story once the sisters’ stories have been told.

Deborah Raney
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What do you hope readers take away after reading  
Reason to Breathe?
I always write first to entertain. I hope readers fall in love with 
my characters and enjoy traveling along with them on their 
journey. 

But after that, my hope is that readers will be reminded of  
the times when God held them in their most difficult moments 
and guided them to a life they never dreamed possible— 
because of His glorious grace. That’s been true in my own life, 
but sometimes it’s not until we look back on a trial that we see 
how incredibly close God was, and how He made all things work 
together for our good and His glory.

No spoilers, but what can we expect from subsequent 
books in the series?
As a seat-of-the-pants writer, I don’t know a lot of the spoilers 
yet myself! LOL! But I’m about halfway through writing the sec-
ond book, Chasing Dreams, and it’s shaping up to be my favorite 
story of the bunch! 

Chasing Dreams will be the story of middle sister Joanna, who 
meets the man of her dreams, only to discover that he comes 
with too many strings attached. Jo, with her analytical, lawyerly 
mind, has to decide whether she loves Lukas enough to commit 
to him, strings and all. And she just might discover that those 
strings are exactly what she’s needed in her life. 

And of course, Book 3 will be youngest sister Britt’s story.

Deborah Raney
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How does your faith impact how you approach storytelling?
I nearly always write about characters who are already well 
along on their journey of faith in Christ. I gave my life to  
Jesus as a teenager, and I’ve been deeply grateful and wildly 
intrigued to see the difference that faith makes in this crazy 
world we live in. 

Whether we are believers or seekers or don’t even know what’s 
missing in our lives, we all have problems and trials and rela-
tionships that aren’t what we wish they were. I love exploring 
how faith makes a difference in navigating those trials, and the 
ways our faith grows more in the midst of heartache than it 
ever does when things are going exactly our way.

What are the best ways that readers can support their  
favorite authors?
When I started writing, social media wasn’t even a thing. I 
absolutely love that I can now connect with readers almost 
instantaneously through my Facebook readers group, or  
Instagram, or blog posts. 

Most readers have no idea what an encouragement they are 
to writers when they sing our praises to their friends on social 
media or send a note letting us know how our book touched or 
taught or simply entertained them. 

I want readers to know that telling others about my books  
is one of the best ways they can support me. That writing a 
review online is some of the best advertising around (and it’s 
free!) And that I appreciate them more than they’ll ever know.  
I always say that hearing from readers is like fuel for my  
writer’s engine!  FF

Deborah Raney
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Visit Deborah Raney’s author page here:
https://www.familyfiction.com/authors/deborah-raney 

Reason to Breathe 
Chandler Sisters #1  
Deborah Raney  
Gilead Publishing

Phylicia thought life was passing 
her by, but maybe this was love’s 
plan all along... 

At 29 Phylicia Chandler put her 
life on hold to care for her dying 
mother with her sisters, Joanna 
and Britt. Now Mom is gone and 
their father stuns them all by run-

ning off with a woman young enough to be their sister. Life is 
moving forward all around her, but Phylicia feels stuck—until 
her father’s protégé, Quinn Mitchell, presents the sisters with 
an intriguing business opportunity to purchase a trio of cot-
tages just outside of Langhorne, Missouri. Joanna and Britt are 
convinced the three of them should launch a vacation rental 
venture, but Phylicia remains skeptical. 

To complicate matters, Quinn soon finds himself falling hard for 
Phylicia. But how can he pursue this beautiful, talented woman 
12 years his junior when she’s still reeling over her father’s 
hasty engagement to a younger woman? Quinn is determined 
to give Phylicia her happily-ever-after. But first, he must help 
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her come to terms with her discovery of long-held family  
secrets and persuade her that true love can transcend their  
differences. FF

Discover more about Deborah Raney’s books here:
https://www.familyfiction.com/authors/deborah-raney/books 
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Hidden Among the Stars features several characters whose 
lives intersect after 80 years. How does this perspective 
make your novel unique?
Not only can I invite readers on a historical journey through  
time-slip fiction, we can experience through story what happens 
as a result of the past. I love weaving together the threads of 
past and present storylines and ultimately having these stories 
collide near the end of a novel as secrets are revealed and old 
wounds are redeemed. 

You explore fear, evil, and God’s sovereignty in  
Hidden Among the Stars. How do you hope readers  
might relate these themes to their own lives?
When we experience tragedy, many of us ask where God is in  
the midst of this pain. Both the past and contemporary  
characters in Hidden Among the Stars struggle to understand 
where God was during the Holocaust and where God is today 
when people are hurting. 

Melanie Dobson is the award-win-
ning author of almost 20 historical 
romance, suspense, and time-slip 
novels. Her novel Hidden Among the 
Stars (Tyndale House) is a time-slip 
novel about hidden treasure, a castle, 
and ordinary people who resisted 
evil in their own extraordinary way. In 
this Q&A, Melanie shares the unique 
perspective of her novel, how readers might relate to 
the themes in the book, and the Bible verse that sums 
up her story.

Melanie Dobson Contemporary

FAMILYFICTION.COM

https://www.familyfiction.com


Read MoRe online!: https://www.familyfiction.com

As I wrote this story, I was reminded that this life we’re living is a 
battle, the world around us a battlefield, and as readers step into 
the fictional journey, I hope they are reminded that God doesn’t 
run away when they are suffering. He is right in the midst of their 
pain, and in the end, no matter what evil does in its attempt  
to destroy this world, the peace and love and holiness of Christ 
will prevail.

In many of your novels, ordinary people are challenged to 
do extraordinary things. How did the historical characters 
in this novel respond differently to the same threat? 
I am fascinated by how many seemingly ordinary people did  
incredible things during World War II to rescue those being 
threatened. In Hidden Among the Stars, I have characters who 
chose to risk their lives to help others escape while others  
chose to ignore the plight of their neighbors or even assist  
the Nazis with their destruction. 

Melanie Dobson
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Some characters in this story were able to leave Austria while 
others decided to collaborate with the enemy. Some chose to 
hide, several felt so defeated that they quit trying to fight, and 
one took her own life because she feared what the Nazis might 
do. All were reacting to the same threat but responded in very 
different ways.

Your main characters find God’s beauty and power in  
nature, music, animals, and books. Where do you find  
God in your life?
I love to find glimpses of God wherever I go, but He seems to 
demonstrate His beauty and power to me most through the  
intricate design of His outdoor creation and the strength and 
wonder of weather, particularly a good snow or thunderstorm. 
My process of writing is, in part, listening and learning from the 
Master Creator. He speaks to me through story—both the ones 
I write and by hearing or reading other people’s stories as well. 
Through story, He often reveals an answer to something I’ve  
been struggling with in the most unexpected way.

If you could choose one Bible verse as a key theme for  
Hidden Among the Stars, which would it be?
“The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?  
The LORD is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be 
afraid?” Psalm 27:1 (NIV). Throughout the writing of Hidden 
Among the Stars, God taught me once again that no matter  
what happens in this life, I don’t have to be afraid! FF

Visit Melanie Dobson’s author page here:
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What can you tell us about your new book,  
The Bride of Ivy Green?
This is book three in Tales from Ivy Hill, the conclusion to the 
series. In the novel, the three main characters face new challeng-
es and romantic possibilities. Also, a secretive new dressmaker 
arrives in the village, but the women soon suspect she isn’t who 
she claims to be. Surprises lie in store—and wedding bells, too.

did you have to do any new research to write this book?
Quite a lot, actually. I had to research dressmaking, British-Indian 
relations during the early 19th century, fairs and menageries, and 
Regency wedding traditions. Thankfully, I enjoy research.

Read MoRe online!: https://www.familyfiction.com

Julie Klassen Historical
Award-winning historical romance 
author Julie Klassen offers readers the 
much-anticipated conclusion to her 
English village series with The Bride of 
Ivy Green (Bethany House) set in the 
Regency era. Much has happened 
in idyllic Ivy Hill in recent months, but 
while several villagers have found new 
love and purpose, questions remain—
and a few dearly held dreams have yet to be fulfilled. In 
this Q&A, Julie tells about the research behind the new 
novel, how readers can enter the world of the series, and 
why—after so many stand-alone novels—Julie decided 
to write a series.
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How can readers learn more about all three books?
Readers can learn more by “visiting” the village of Ivy Hill 
through the special website we have devoted to the series  
(TalesFromIvyHill.com). The site includes a colorful village map, 
character list, photos, excerpts, author videos, and more.

Tales From Ivy Hill is your first series.  
After so many stand-alone novels, why a series?
Two reasons. First, I often receive emails from readers asking for 
sequels or saying they don’t want a book to end. Sometimes I 
don’t either! After setting up an entire village and populating it 
with a cast of characters, it’s hard to say goodbye after one book. 

Second, many readers (myself included) love village series  
set in England whether in books or on television. Series like  
Lark Rise to Candleford, Cranford, and Thrush Green draw us in with 
their close-knit communities filled with endearing characters.  
Or maybe it’s just the British accents! Whatever the reason,  
I hope readers will enjoy my first series as well.
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Is it difficult to say goodbye to these characters?  
Would you ever write more about them?
Yes and yes! In fact, I have agreed to write a Christmas novella set 
in Ivy Hill, so readers and I don’t have to say goodbye to them 
quite yet. (Tentative release: Fall 2020.) FF

Visit Julie Klassen’s author page here:
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You’ve written more than 200 books.  
When did you first begin writing Christmas novels?
I can hardly believe that I wrote my first Christmas novella  
more than 16 years ago. Time flies when you’re having fun.  
And I must admit that writing Christmas stories truly is fun for 
me. I look forward to writing many more!

What motivated you to write stories revolving around the 
Christmas season?
I’d written several children’s Christmas books and felt like  
grown-ups needed some uplifting stories to get them into the 
Christmas spirit too—probably even more so than kids! 

But because I realized that many people struggle during the  
holidays, I didn’t want my stories to be all sugary sweetness. I 
wanted readers to relate to realistic characters and challenges 
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Melody Carlson Romance
The author of more than 200 books(!), 
Melody Carlson’s titles have sold more 
than six million copies. For several years, 
she has published a brand-new annu-
al Christmas story, and this year is no 
different! She continues her tradition 
with A Christmas by the Sea (Revell): 
When Wendy Harper inherits her fam-
ily’s shabby but charming beachside 
cottage in Maine, can this Christmas season bring her 
the miracle she needs and provide her with the joy and 
love she never expected? In this Q&A, Melody shares 
why she writes a Christmas novella every year, reveals the 
inspiration behind the latest book, and explains how she 
manages to be so prolific.
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but to ultimately be inspired to embrace their own Christmas 
festivities with hope and enthusiasm.

My first Christmas novella, Angels in the Snow, came out in 2002.  
It was a story about an artist who’d lost her husband and son  
and was trying to get back to her art—and her life. 

For some reason, it really seemed to connect with readers. At the 
time, few publishers were releasing holiday novellas, but because 
it worked, I’ve done them ever since.

What was your inspiration for writing A Christmas by the Sea?
We used to have a lovely little beach cabin and, for various  
reasons, decided to celebrate Christmas there one year. Just  
days before Christmas, we were walking the beach as usual and 
suddenly began finding sand dollars—dozens and dozens of 
them. We collected several hundred in just one morning! 

After cleaning and drying them, I began to transform them into 
sand dollar “angels” that I used to decorate a Christmas tree we’d 

Melody Carlson
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placed in our sunroom. It was the most beautiful tree we’d ever 
had—and a sweetly memorable Christmas. 

After that, I’d always planned to write a Christmas story set by 
the sea—and I finally did it! 

What do you hope readers gain from A Christmas by the Sea?
As always, I hope they’ll be entertained and uplifted. My main 
character, Wendy, has a lot of challenges facing her. She’s a  
widowed mom with massive bills who is simply trying to provide 
stability for her preteen son, and naturally, it’s not easy. 

I was raised by a single mom, so I understand this personally.  
I hope readers will relate to her challenges and be inspired by  
her ingenuity, as well as be encouraged to welcome their own 
holiday challenges with creativity and hope.

You have been such a prolific author, writing in different 
genres and for different age groups. What keeps the ideas 
coming for you? Where do you find inspiration, and what do 
you do if you are not feeling inspired?
It takes very little to get a story percolating in me. It can be a 
scene that makes me wonder, a sentence from the newspaper, a 
vivid dream, a childhood memory—and so on. I find inspiration 
all around me and the challenge is to not try to make everything 
into a book. 

But sometimes, if I’ve been crunching on a deadline, or life is  
a challenge, I will take a break and clear my head—usually  
spending some time in nature—and wait until I feel inspired. 
Thankfully, it never takes very long. FF
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Lisa, explain for our readers the world of The Messengers 
novels...
Simon Clay, the protagonist of The Messengers, lives in Westbend, 
New Morgan, a country set in the near future. It’s a dystopian 
world where much is in decay and disrepair. Every moment of 
every day, Simon and the people of New Morgan are watched. 
There’s a timeless quality of the world that seems both new and 
very familiar.

no spoilers, but how does Revealed fit into the bigger  
picture?

“Bigger picture” is a great phrase because Simon definitely gets a 
sense of the bigger picture in the last book of this series. Slowly 
throughout each novel, Simon becomes more aware of the world 
around him, and his perspective widens a great deal in Revealed. 
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Lisa M. Clark Speculative
As an author, Lisa M. Clark takes joy in 
exploring a variety of categories, includ-
ing Christian fiction, children’s books, 
and devotional books. She wraps up her 
dystopian series The Messengers with 
Revealed (Concordia Publishing): Time 
is running out, and the end is drawing 
near. Who will survive the battle to pre-
serve the Message? In this interview, Lisa 
explains the world of The Messengers, her inspirations 
for the series, and how fiction allows her to wrestle with 
tough questions. 
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This becomes the case for the readers too. Simon begins to learn 
more about his role as a believer in the world and throughout 
time, and readers will hopefully evaluate their own roles with 
their brothers and sisters in Christ as well as with others who do 
not know the Message worth dying for. I hope readers question 
what it means to live in a world where they are not understood.

What were your inspirations or touchpoints for creating  
this series?
I’m a former high school teacher, and I was just finishing up 
graduate school when this plot came to me. My heart ached for 
teenagers who are trying to figure out what it means to be a 
Christian in a countercultural way. 

I wanted to encourage them. I wanted to challenge them.  
And I wanted them to know that the fight is worth it. 

I also wanted to help clarify what the “fight” is all about anyway. 
“Who is my enemy?” That’s an important question that Simon 
explores.
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The bonus was that this fiction series helped me navigate tough 
questions myself, and I love to hear how many adults are reading 
them. Some are reading them for themselves. Others are reading 
with their kids, grandkids, youth groups, and students. 

It’s a joy for me to know how many times Simon has sparked  
conversation across generations.

What are the benefits or challenges of world building as a 
Christian author?
World building in general is an interesting challenge! At first, it 
was great to let my imagination run wild. But by the second book, 
I had to be consistent! There’s an entire document now that my 
editors and I created simply to keep details straight.

As a Christian author, I wrestled with many questions about the 
world I was creating. It’s important to me as a Christian to be 
honest about reality. And that includes the fact that our world 
is not perfect. In order to talk about grace and forgiveness, we 
need to acknowledge the need for both. 

The dystopian genre was a perfect way for me to explore some 
of the dark places in our lives while also shining the Light of the 
world. I tried to balance the dark places with hope, and I tried to 
write so that different readers with different maturity levels will 
take in certain themes in appropriate ways. That was especially 
the case in the last book. 

Ultimately, I didn’t write anything that hasn’t already happened 
in one way or another, which was a way for me to stay honest in 
my setting.
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What do you hope readers take away after reading  
Revealed?
I hope readers know that they are not alone. There are other 
believers who love them, and they have a Savior who considers 
each person precious. 

I hope readers understand that the Word is as important as life 
or death and that we cannot take it for granted. 

I hope readers look at their world and especially at the people 
around them in a new light. As Simon’s father said once,  
“People aren’t the enemy. They’re the prize.” FF

Visit Lisa M. Clark’s author page here:
https://www.familyfiction.com/authors/lisa-m-clark 
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Jeffrey, War Torn is based on your personal experiences. 
How much of this book is “what happened” vs. you wrote a 
story “inspired” by certain real events?
For sure, I’d have to say that this is inspired much more than  
what happened in terms of the story events. My own deploy-
ments and the events leading to my own crisis of faith are  
pretty different from those that Jake experiences in War Torn. 

I intentionally wrote Jake as the “Everyman” kind of soldier,  
because it was important to me that he be relatable to be very  
diverse cross section of wartime experience. Anyone who  
has suffered loss or seen death or taken a life in a war zone can 
related to the things Jake experiences. 
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Jeffrey Wilson Suspense
Jeffrey Wilson has at one time worked 
as an actor, a firefighter, a paramedic, 
a jet pilot, a diving instructor, a Naval 
Officer, and a vascular and trauma 
surgeon. He also served numerous 
tours in Iraq and Afghanistan as a 
Navy combat surgeon, deploying with 
an East Coast-based SEAL Team as 
part of a Joint Special Operations Task 
Force. The co-author of several No. 1-selling thrillers,  
he goes solo for his military thriller War Torn. Based on  
personal experiences, War Torn details a young man’s 
crisis of faith after a tour of combat duty in Afghanistan 
turns tragic. In this interview, Jeffrey shares the facts  
behind the fiction, the challenges for a Christian author 
writing about violent events, and the ministerial heart  
behind the project.
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Had I written this from the perspective of an elite Navy SEAL,  
as I do in my other works such as the Tier One series, it may  
have been more exciting and entertaining, but it would have 
resonated with a much smaller population of war fighters. 

The feelings of loss, the guilt, the questions about where God is 
in the horrors or war, why a loving God could allow such things—
these are more universal, and for certain I drew more heavily 
on my personal experiences in this part of the book than in the 
earlier chapters. 

My wife Wendy was a huge part of my finding my way back  
to God, and her own experience dealing with all that we went 
through heavily informs the struggles of Rachel in the book. And 
I could never have come close to writing the story of the pastors 
in the book without close counsel from my good friends Pastor 
Chris Bonham and Pastor Craig Altman. 
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So, there are a lot of true stories and emotions wrapped up in 
the story of Jake and Rachel, as well as Craig and Chris, but the 
details of the story are just that, a story designed to resonate 
broadly with those who have their own stories and struggles. 

Your previous novels have been bestsellers with general 
market publishers. However, War Torn has been harder to 
place with a publisher. Would you share some of the chal-
lenges you’ve had getting this book out to the public?
Well, I’ve learned there are a lot of idiosyncrasies to the faith 
market for sure. When the book was done and my agent began 
to shop it, we started with faith publishers, of course. 

We met a lot of resistance—not to the message, but to some of 
the content. We were told more than once by faith-based pub-
lishers that the graphic nature of the combat sequences may be 
too much for their readers. All of them loved the book, and sev-
eral were insightful enough to admit that softening the trauma 
of the wartime sections of the book would diminish the message, 
and they recommended that we keep looking for a home. 

On the other hand, the mainstream publishers loved the story, 
but asked if I could soften the religious message and focus on 
the PTSD. Which, of course, would defeat the purpose of the 
book—which is to share the message that the real hope for the 
crisis that occurs in war is in Jesus Christ and a closer relationship 
with God. 

It was, to say the least, frustrating. I get that the mainstream 
houses are not really set up to sell in that market. And while 
I understand the desire by the faith-based publishers to pro-
duce product they don’t feel will be poorly received, I’m still, like, 
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“Hey—I’m a Christian and I lead a men’s military ministry, and  
I still watched the last Bourne movie and read Brad Taylor.”  
I guess my point is it felt a little maternalistic. 

It was frustrating beyond belief. But each time I prayed about it, 
I had the overwhelming sense that God had it under control and 
that it would all work out in his time. 

And it certainly has. Despite my frustration, this book is out now 
at the perfect time, where I am better equipped to support the 
message, the need has never been greater, and I have a platform 
I can use together with the book to get the message of hope out 
there in a way I couldn’t have before my other writing success.

How does your faith impact how you approach writing?
Well, obviously in War Torn it is the absolute focus of the story. 
But even in my other books, I strongly resist to put things in the 
books that are gratuitous. 

Don’t get me wrong, my characters can be salty when that’s the 
reality of the story, but I don’t do any of that for effect—only 
when the story or character demands it. Most of my stories are 
meant only to entertain, but for sure I don’t want to compromise 
my faith for that entertainment, and I’m pretty sure I don’t.

War Torn is different. While I hope it is both touching and  
entertaining, there is a message of hope through Christ that I 
want very much to share with families who need it.
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What are the challenges of being a Christian writing stories 
about characters struggling with trauma and violence? does 
your worldview ever cause a conflict with your co-authors?
Writing on those topics can be a challenge no matter what— 
especially when you’re creating experiences that you’ve dealt 
with yourself. There are times in many of my books where writing 
a particular scene or interaction takes me back to places hard to 
go or stirs up memories of those I’ve lost. 

But that’s a good thing. While sometimes painful, that’s what 
brings the realism that the Andrews & Wilson brand is now  
famous for.  

In War Torn, which is by intent deeply personal and therefore 
painful, that was magnified a thousand times because the  
emotions and struggles were the heart of the story. And many  
of those emotions were mine. 

It made it harder than ever to write—and harder still to read and 
edit. It was emotionally exhausting. But if the book can help a 
single combat veteran or spouse find their way to a closer walk 
through the fictional experiences of Jake and Rachel, well, that is 
so worth it.

My only co-author is one of my closest friends—Brian Andrews, 
a fellow Navy veteran—and we share a worldview. Because we 
are like brothers, even the minor differences we may have cause 
no conflict at all personally. We have the utmost respect for one 
another personally and professionally.

Jeffrey Wilson
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What do you hope readers get out of War Torn?
I hope that the story will resonate with military members and 
veterans who have experienced the painful questions about  
God that are found in the horrors of war—and that maybe Jake’s 
journey to find answers will help them on their own journey. 
Same for their families, and especially their spouses. 

Wendy and her amazing faith were central to my finding my  
way all the way home. I hope spouses find inspiration in  
Rachel’s story. 

And the message in the book is not unique to combat veterans—
there are any of a myriad of tragedies we suffer in our fallen 
world that raise the same questions and doubts. I hope that the 
book can help others through their own struggles outside of war, 
of course. 

Lastly, I hope that War Torn can provide insight for those  
without a direct connection to the military, in the hope they  
can better understand the sacrifices made by both military 
members and their families. In particular, we have a vision of  
duplicating around the country the men’s military ministry and 
the military spouse support group that we have been able to 
launch at our church in Tampa. 

These ministries have had a tremendous impact on families in 
need, and we pray that there can be faith-based support like 
ours in all communities across the country, especially now, in 
the face of the longest continuous war in our history. That’s why 
we want pastors, group leaders, and other faith organizations 
to read this book and not only learn about these needs, but he 
inspired to address them in their own communities. 

Jeffrey Wilson
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To that end, we are offering support through links to organiza-
tions that can help the veterans and their families, and speakers 
and other support to churches and organizations wishing to  
start their own ministries. We can be reached for this help at our 
website, WarTornNovel.com, and there is a page to contact us 
directly there as well. FF
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Kensington Christmas Romances!

Looking for books to spread the Christmas cheer this season? Kensington Publishing’s 
Bouquet line has you covered! Take a journey through Amish country on a snowy night, tend 
to the Christmas trees on a farm in Texas, care for a foundling infant on Martha’s Vineyard, 
or join the church Christmas pageant in a charming town in the Ozarks. Don’t miss these 
uplifting stories filled to the brim with Christmas spirit that celebrate faith, family, hearth, 
and home. Ideal for stocking stuffers or for reading by the fire with a warm drink, these 
novels celebrate the traditional values that bind us all together at Christmastime.

A Vineyard Christmas  
by Jean Stone

The Amish Christmas Letter 
by Patricia Davids, Jennifer Beckstrand  
& Sarah Price

A Coldwater Warm Hearts Christmas 
by Lexi Eddings

My Kind of Christmas 
by Janet Dailey

A Simple Christmas 
by Charlotte Hubbard

Christmas in Whispering Pines 
by Scarlett Dunn

A Wells Landing Christmas 
by Amy Lillard

The Amish Christmas Candle 
by Kelly Long, Jennifer Beckstrand  
& Lisa Jones Baker

www.KensingtonBooKs.tumBlR.Com/ChRistmasBouquet
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the CsB spurgeon study Bible

Charles Spurgeon has been called the  
“Prince of Preachers.” He preached to over  
10 million people in his lifetime, and his written 
sermons have impacted millions more. The  
CSB Spurgeon Study Bible features thousands 
of excerpts from Spurgeon’s sermons, chosen 
and edited by Alistair Begg in order to bring the 
richness of the Prince of Preachers’ insights into 
your daily study of God’s Word.

Features include: Introductory Biography of Charles Spurgeon, Study notes crafted from 
Spurgeon sermons, Extracted sermon illustrations placed on the same page as the associated 
biblical text, Sermon notes and outlines in Spurgeon’s own handwriting, “Spurgeon 
Quotables” inserted throughout the Bible, Book introductions with book overviews in 
Spurgeon’s own words, Topical subheadings, Two-column text, Concordance, Smyth-sewn 
binding, Presentation Page, Full-color maps, and more.

The CSB Spurgeon Study Bible features the highly readable, highly reliable text of  
the Christian Standard Bible® (CSB). The CSB stays as literal as possible to the Bible’s  
original meaning without sacrificing clarity, making it easier to engage with Scripture’s  
life-transforming message and to share it with others.

www.CsBspuRgeonstudyBiBle.Com

The

Spurgeon
Study Bible

The CSB Spurgeon Study Bible features thousands of notes and excerpts from  
Spurgeon’s sermons, chosen and edited by Alistair Begg in order to bring the 
richness of the Prince of Preachers’ insights into your daily study of God’s Word.

CSBSpurgeonStudyBible.com CSBSpurgeonStudyBible.com 

ALISTAIR BEGGALISTAIR BEGG
General Editor
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www.CsBspuRgeonstudyBiBle.Com

The

Spurgeon
Study Bible

The CSB Spurgeon Study Bible features thousands of notes and excerpts from  
Spurgeon’s sermons, chosen and edited by Alistair Begg in order to bring the 
richness of the Prince of Preachers’ insights into your daily study of God’s Word.

CSBSpurgeonStudyBible.com CSBSpurgeonStudyBible.com 

ALISTAIR BEGGALISTAIR BEGG
General Editor
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special advertising section

the CsB (in)Courage devotional Bible

The CSB (in)courage Devotional Bible is an invitation for all 
women to find their stories within the tapestry of the greatest 
Story ever told—God’s Story of Redemption. Featuring 
devotions by over one hundred writers of the (in)courage 
community, the CSB (in)courage Devotional Bible provides 
resources for women to explore the Bible, dive deep into 
Scripture, record their own stories, and find themselves among 
friends. Readers will experience Scripture in new ways in the 

company of women willing to “go first” with everyday stories that bear witness to God’s 
grace to find beauty in brokenness and hope in the hard. (in)courage is a vibrant online 
community, reaching thousands of women every day, welcoming them just the way they are, 
offering a space to breathe, loving support, and resources for meaningful connection.

Features include:

www.inCouRageBiBle.Com

BETTER TOGETHER

The CSB (in)courage Devotional Bible is an invitation for all women to fi nd their stories within the tapestry of 

the greatest Story ever told—God’s Story of Redemption. Featuring devotions by over one hundred writers of 

the (in)courage community, the CSB (in)courage Devotional Bible provides exceptional resources for women 

to explore the Bible, dive deep into Scripture, record their own stories, and fi nd themselves among friends. 

 incouragebible.com

• 312 Devotions by 122 (in)courage 
community writers

• 10 distinct thematic Reading Plans
• 66 Book Introductions connecting  

each book of the Bible to the whole  
biblical narrative

•  Stories of courage from 50 women  
of the Bible

• Journaling space
• Topical index

• Two-column text
• Theme verses
• Specialized presentation page
• The CSB (in)courage Devotional Bible features 

the highly readable, highly reliable text 
of the Christian Standard Bible® (CSB) and 
stays as literal as possible to the Bible’s 
original meaning without sacrificing 
clarity, making it easier to engage with 
Scripture’s life-transforming message and 
to share it with others.
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www.inCouRageBiBle.Com

BETTER TOGETHER

The CSB (in)courage Devotional Bible is an invitation for all women to fi nd their stories within the tapestry of 

the greatest Story ever told—God’s Story of Redemption. Featuring devotions by over one hundred writers of 

the (in)courage community, the CSB (in)courage Devotional Bible provides exceptional resources for women 

to explore the Bible, dive deep into Scripture, record their own stories, and fi nd themselves among friends. 

 incouragebible.com
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special advertising section

the CsB she Reads truth Bible

The CSB She Reads Truth Bible aims to live at the 
intersection of beauty, goodness, and Truth. Featuring 
devotionals by the She Reads Truth team, and Scripture 
reading plans that include supplemental passages 
for deeper understanding, this Bible invites every 
woman to count themselves among the She Reads 
Truth community of “Women in the Word of God 
every day.” The CSB She Reads Truth Bible also features 
66 key verses, artfully lettered to aid in Scripture 
memorization. 

Features include: almost 200 devotionals, 66 artist-designed key verses, 35 full-color 
timelines, 20 full-color maps, 11 full-color charts, reading plans for every book of the Bible, 
one-year Bible reading plan, detailed book introductions, key verse list, carefully curated 
topical index, smyth-sewn binding, two colored ribbon markers, and wide margins for 
journaling and note-taking. 

The CSB She Reads Truth Bible features the highly readable, highly reliable text of  
the Christian Standard Bible® (CSB). The CSB stays as literal as possible to the Bible’s  
original meaning without sacrificing clarity, making it easier to engage with Scripture’s  
life-transforming message and to share it with others.

www.sheReadstRuthBiBle.Com

I N H E R E N T L Y  B E A U T I F U L.

I N T E N T I O N A L L Y  D E S I G N E D.

B I B L E S H E R E A D S T R U T H B I B L E . C O M
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special advertising section

paul Cardall
Christmas
paulCardall.com

Pianist and composer Paul Cardall 
releases his much-anticipated 
album Christmas, featuring vocal 
collaborations from three world-
class voices: 12-time Grammy 
award-winner CeCe Winans, 
award-winning singer/songwriter 
Audrey Assad, and Australia’s 
Broadway star Patrice Tipoki. 

Look for this moving collection to become the soundtrack of your Christmas celebrations 
year after year!

www.paulCaRdall.Com

SN_GiftGuide_2018.indd   46 9/29/18   12:16 PM

FAMILYFICTION.COM

http://www.paulCaRdall.Com


46   Singing newS | singingnews.com nOVeMBeR 2018

special advertising section

www.paulCaRdall.Com

SN_GiftGuide_2018.indd   47 9/29/18   12:16 PM

http://www.paulCaRdall.Com


special advertising section

ivan parker
Christmas Dreaming
difference media

Just in time for the holidays, Ivan Parker 
is returning with a new full length 
Christmas album featuring some of his 
favorite songs of the season.

Showcasing his award-winning signature 
vocals atop big band horns, jazz piano 
runs and lush orchestrations, Parker 

seamlessly delivers a range of Christmas classics, including “There’s No Place Like Home 
for the Holidays” and “It’s The Most Wonderful Time of the Year,“ alongside such sacred 
selections as “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” and “What Child Is This,” among others. 

“It’s my hope that this collection presents the spirit of Christmas morning—the peace that 
brings us closer together at the holidays,” said Parker. “‘It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the 
Year’ and ‘There’s No Place Like Home for the Holidays’ take me right back to my childhood 
and Christmas with my family. And the newer classic, ‘My Grown Up Christmas List,’ is so 
fitting for the times we live in now. With much confusion and division in the world, it was 
important for me to have a song about love, peace and the restoration of joy. Forget the 
problems and the things that divide us and let’s go back to what the season is all about.” 

“Most of all, I want people to understand the real reason for Christmas,” Parker emphasizes. 
“Carols like ‘What Child Is This’ and ‘It Came Upon A Midnight Clear’ point us back to the 
manger—these are the songs that present Jesus, the true Hope of Christmas.”

www.diffeRenCemedia.oRg
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special advertising section

dr. david Jeremiah 
Overcomer

God didn’t design you for defeat.  He designed 
you for victory. It’s hard out there. Sometimes it 
feels like the world is ripping apart at the seams. 
Sometimes it feels like our hearts can’t take 
any more hurt. But no matter what the world 
throws as us each day—anxiety, fear, confusion, 
temptation—we have a choice on how to respond. 

We can either concede defeat or live in the victory 
God has promised. It’s easy to say we choose 
victory, but how many of us are prepared for it? 
How do we win this fight against our fears?  
How do we overcome the world?

In Overcomer, bestselling author Dr. David Jeremiah uses Paul’s instructions in Ephesians 6 
—his command for us to overcome the forces of evil by putting on the armor of God—to lay 
out a pathway for spiritual victory. Dr. Jeremiah also reminds us we’re not alone in this fight. 
God knows what we need, and He provides us with His power so we can face life’s challenges 
assured of success. 

“The journey of the Overcomer is a wonderful, profound, healing journey,” writes Dr. 
Jeremiah. “God is all good, and He only gives good gifts—one after the other, again and 
again—to strengthen you for whatever the future holds.” 

“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33).

www.BeComeanoveRComeR.Com

In this book
you will learn to
OVERCOME:
• Weakness with Strength

• Anxiety with Peace

• Fear with Faith

• Everything with Prayer

“You no longer have to be defined
by your trials;

it’s time you learn to be defined
by your victories!”

–DR. DAVID JEREMIAH

Overcomer is available wherever books, ebooks, and audio books are 
sold. Also Available in Spanish.

Start reading Overcomer visit BecomeAnOvercomer.com

Perfect for your church or small group.
Overcomer Curriculum COMING IN NOVEMBER 2018
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special advertising section

susan schroeder 
Season of Defiance

This is the story of one early 18th century man’s 
long and tortured path to redemption.

A half Indian child of rape, Rafe is often called an 
abomination or a demon-spawn by his peers. But 
his faith in God upholds him until he accidentally 
kills his only friend and the ensuing downward 
spiral into iniquity makes him wonder if there’s 
any hope for such a man as he has become.

“Season of Defiance is an inspirational story 
that puts one man’s life before his conscience 
and God, exploring the theme of loss, sin, and 

redemption. But it’s the spiritual and self-doubt aspect that captivated me… Here is a story 
that explores some of the powerful spiritual questions that haunt the human mind and 
readers will undoubtedly find themselves mirrored in the conscience of the protagonist.

Susan Schroeder is a great storyteller and she masterfully knits a wonderful message into 
the fabric of this compelling story. Season of Defiance has a gripping plot and a compelling 
cast of characters. The gift of descriptive prose allows the setting to come out perfectly in 
readers’ minds.… The conflict is deep and it is developed at different levels — physical and 
internal — but it is the internal conflict, taking place in the protagonist’s mind, that had 
me captivated and enthused. This is a beautiful story that is well-paced, entertaining and 
inspiring. You’ll find your soul navigating the pages of this book.” 

—Ruffina Oserio (Reader’s Favorite 5-star review)

www.lighthouseChRistianpuBlishing.Com
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New Releases: December 2018

FAMILYFICTION.COM

The Amish Midwife’s Secret 
Love and Promises #2
Rachel J. Good
Forever 
Genres: Amish, Romance

The Teacher’s Bride 
Amish Brides of Birch Creek #1 
Kathleen Fuller 
Zondervan 
Genres: Amish, Romance 

An Amish Match on Ice Mountain 
Amish of Ice Mountain #5
Kelly Long 
Zebra 
Genres: Amish, Romance 

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/amish/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/amish/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/amish/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/amish/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/amish/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/amish/book


New Releases: December 2018

FAMILYFICTION.COM

Shadow Sister
Katherine Scott Jones
Redemption Press 
Genre: Contemporary 

Silent Days, Holy Night 
Phyllis Clark Nichols 
Gilead Publishing 
Genres: Christmas, Contemporary

The Bride of Ivy Green 
Tales from Ivy Hill #3
Julie Klassen 
Bethany House Publishers 
Genres: Historical, Romance, Suspense 

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/contemporary/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/historical/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/contemporary/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/historical/book


New Releases: December 2018

FAMILYFICTION.COM

Who I Am with You
A Legacy of Faith Novel 
Robin Lee Hatcher
Thomas Nelson 
Genres: Historical, Romance 

Searching for You 
Orphan Train #3 
Jody Hedlund
Bethany House 
Genres: Historical, Romance 

The Lieutenant’s Bargain 
The Fort Reno Series #2 
Regina Jennings
Bethany House 
Genres: Historical, Romance 

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/historical/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/historical/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/historical/book
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New Releases: December 2018

FAMILYFICTION.COM

The MissAdventure Brides Collection
7 Daring Damsels Don’t Let the Norms of 
Their Eras Hold Them Back
Various
Barbour Books 
Genres: Historical, Romance 

The Liberty Bride 
Daughters of the Mayflower #6  
MaryLu Tyndall
Barbour Books 
Genres: Historical Romance 

Mind Games 
Kaely Quinn Profiler #1
Nancy Mehl
Bethany House 
Genres: Suspense, Romance 

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/historical/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/historical/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/suspense/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/historical/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/historical/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/suspense/book


New Releases: December 2018

FAMILYFICTION.COM

Leaving Lavender Tides 
A Lavender Tides Novella  
Colleen Coble
Thomas Nelson 
Genres: Suspense, Romance 

Just Plain Murder 
An Amish Mystery #6
Laura Bradford 
Berkley 
Genres: Suspense, Amish

Deadly Christmas Duty
Covert Operatives #2 
Virginia Vaughan
Love Inspired Suspense
Genres: Christmas, Suspense, Romance

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/suspense/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/suspense/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/suspense/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/suspense/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book


New Releases: December 2018

FAMILYFICTION.COM

Zoe’s Hiding Place:  
When You Are Anxious  
Good News for Little Hearts #1
David Powlison (Editor),  
Joe Hox (Illustrator) 
New Growth Press
Genre: Children’s 

Jax’s Tail Twitches:  
When You Are Angry 
Good News for Little Hearts #2 
David Powlison (Editor),  
Joe Hox (Illustrator) 
New Growth Press 
Genre: Children’s

Buster’s Ears Trip Him Up:  
When You Fail 
Good News for Little Hearts #3
Edward T. Welch (Editor),  
Joe Hox (Illustrator)
New Growth Press
Genre: Children’s 

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/childrens/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/childrens/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/childrens/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/childrens/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/childrens/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/childrens/book


New Releases: December 2018

FAMILYFICTION.COM

A Fever, a Flight, and a Fight  
for the World
The Rwendigo Tales #4
Jennifer A Myhre (Author),  
Acacia Masso (Illustrator)
New Growth Press
Genres: YA, Suspense

Unbroken: Path to Redemption DVD
Universal Pictures Home Entertainment
Genres: Movies, Historical

Signed, Sealed, Delivered:  
Higher Ground
Hallmark
Genres: Movies, Contemporary,  
Romance, Suspense

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/young-adult/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/movies/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/movies/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/young-adult/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/movies/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/movies/book


New Releases: December 2018

FAMILYFICTION.COM

God Bless the Broken Road
Lions Gate
Genres: Movies, Contemporary

Naomi’s Christmas 
Pleasant Valley #7
Marta Perry
Berkley 
Genres: Christmas, Amish, Romance 

Amish Christmas Memories
Indiana Amish Brides
Vannetta Chapman
Love Inspired 
Genres: Christmas, Amish, Romance

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/movies/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/movies/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book


New Releases: December 2018

FAMILYFICTION.COM

Her Amish Christmas Gift
Women of Lancaster County
Rebecca Kertz 
Love Inspired 
Genres: Christmas, Amish, Romance 

An Amish Wife for Christmas
Patricia Davids
North Country Amish
Love Inspired
Genres: Christmas, Amish, Romance

Christmas Hideout
McKade Law #3 
Susan Sleeman
Love Inspired Suspense 
Genres: Christmas, Suspense, Romance 

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book


New Releases: December 2018

FAMILYFICTION.COM

Amish Christmas Emergency
Dana R. Lynn
Amish Country Justice 
Love Inspired Suspense 
Genres: Christmas, Suspense, Romance 

Lone Star Christmas
Jolene Navarro
Love Inspired 
Genres: Christmas, Romance

Holiday Baby
Maple Springs #5
Jenna Mindel
Love Inspired
Genres: Christmas, Romance  

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book
https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book


New Releases: December 2018

FAMILYFICTION.COM

Montana Mistletoe
Roxanne Rustand
Love Inspired 
Genres: Christmas, Romance

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book

https://www.familyfiction.com/genre/christmas/book
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